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	‘To provide a foundation for fulfilled lives, inspiring confident and happy learners’

	Enjoy learning
	Try our best
	Make good choices
	Respect each other & our surroundings
	Work together
	Celebrate our successes
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Dobcroft Infant School 
The English Curriculum
A high-quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can communicate with them. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, therefore develop these skills throughout their time at Dobcroft Infant School through speaking and listening, reading and writing on a daily basis.
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. We therefore focus on these 4 main areas when teaching English: 

1. [image: W:\StaffShare\Year 2 2019-20\Kingfishers\English co-ordinator\Monitoring\photos of environments\IMG-0470.JPG]Spoken language – Children learn to speak clearly, thinking about the needs of their audience (listeners). This is practised through the development of ‘Show and Tell’, drama and presentations for the class or wider school during assembly. ‘Time to Talk’ is an initiative used throughout the school to enable pupils to participate in and develop conversational skills as well as being encouraged to develop a capacity to explain their understanding of books and other reading, and to prepare their ideas before they write.



2. Reading – Children’s interest and pleasure in reading is developed as they learn to become fluent, confident independent readers. Children learn the skills of decoding and word recognition within texts as well as developing the comprehension and meanings alongside this. Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of familiar and unfamiliar printed words. Phonics is therefore emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners when they start school. Children will develop their understanding and love for text through discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction. 

3. [image: W:\StaffShare\Year 2 2019-20\Kingfishers\English co-ordinator\Monitoring\photos of environments\IMG-0469.JPG]Writing – Children are encouraged to develop competence in both transcription and composition. The children need to see the value in their own writing through planning, revising and evaluating their own work.  Children learn to communicate meaning in narrative, non-fiction and poetry texts. 
[image: W:\StaffShare\Year 2 2019-20\Kingfishers\English co-ordinator\Monitoring\photos of environments\IMG-0472.JPG]




4. Spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) – Enhancement of pupils’ vocabulary arises naturally from the opportunities created in their reading and writing. It is important that pupils learn the correct grammatical terms in English and use these concepts to feed into their independent writing. Correct spelling are to be used for common exception words and phonetically plausible attempts used for more complicated word choices.  
How is English taught at Dobcroft Infant School?
[image: ]English is taught in an engaging and contextual way throughout school, where all children are given plenty of opportunities to develop their SPaG skills as well as their creative writing. The carefully planned mastery approach to the English curriculum enables all children to succeed, with many pupils exploring concepts in different contexts for greater depth. Reading and writing are closely linked by using the same class text in both guided reading and writing lessons.
Writing is taught as a six part lesson;
[image: ]
Engage
Introduce
[image: ]Practice and consider
[image: ]Independent task
[image: ]Going deeper
Review and improve
We also encourage children to develop their confidence, resilience, and ability to tackle a range of genres over their time at the school. Children are taught songs and rhymes, use oral rehearsal and talk for writing. We follow a 2/3 week unit of learning based on a class text with a specific genre. This class text is shared with the children at story time (EYFS and Y1) or during guided reading lessons (Y2) to ensure a whole reading and writing linked approach. The unit consists of showing the children a WAGOLL (what a good one looks like), pulling the features of this apart, learning the SPaG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) skills they will need to apply, planning and creating their own version. Learning will then be revisited in different genres and built upon to ensure that children are given the opportunity to consolidate understanding and develop a level of fluency in their learning in a variety of writing texts over time. 

Foundation Year

· Every child works with the teacher in writing every week in a 1-1 or a small focus group session.
· 1:1 reading with a teacher occurs every week with daily opportunities built in to read every day in the classroom to consolidate decoding skills alongside comprehension.
· A phonics area in the classroom allows children to practise the phonetic skills independently.
· A writing area in the classroom allows children to apply their recording skills independently. 
· English is woven into every part of the day – links to reading, spelling and idea generation.
· Real life experiences and shared ‘big books’ are the stimulus for writing in the EYFS.



[image: Image result for year 1 curriculum jigsaw]Objectives for Y1
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English and Inclusion
All children will have access to the English curriculum regardless of ability, gender and race. The whole School Policy on Equal Opportunities will apply through the English curriculum.  Pupils of all abilities will be taught with their own class. Their thinking will be supported or extended through targeted questioning and differentiated work which will allow for the development reading and writing at children’s own level. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]How can you help at home?
Homework will sometimes be set to support their growing independence in longer pieces of writing.
Daily reading at home for 10 minutes every day with your child. Focus on phonetic blending, fluency and pace and comprehension to build understanding alongside decoding skills. 
Read to your child as well as them reading to you. Encourage the love of reading and enjoyment of stories. Reading a bed time story is a good time for this! 
Practice spelling zappers at home. Each year group has their own set of spelling zappers to work through in order. 
Talking to your child about creative vocabulary and what new words mean helps them to add these words to their own vocabulary and then in turn include them in their writing. 
Visit your class webpage to check for any resources that have been added to help in home learning. 
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Curriculum Overview for Year 1

English Art & Design (ks Computing (ks1)

Reading Writing Grammar
eMatch graphemes for all phonemes eName letters of the alphabet eLeave spaces between words Use a range of materials Understand use of algorithms
eRead accurately by blending «Spell very common ‘exception’  eBegin to use basic o Use drawing, painting and sculpture Write & test simple programs

sELiss LIES U2 S «  Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, « Use logical reasoning to make
eRead words with very common  sSpell days of the week «Use capital letters for > g . g s

X line, shape, form and space predictions

suffixes eUse very common prefixes & proper nouns.
eRead contractions & understand  suffixes. «Use common plural & verb suffixes| » Learn about range of artists, craftsmen and Organise, store, retrieve & manipulate data

purpose eForm lower case letters correctly ~ Speaking & Listening designers. «  Communicate online safely and respectfully
eRead phonics books aloud «Form capital letters & digits eListen & respond appropriately
sLink reading to own experiences  eCompose sentences orally before  *Ask relevant questions Recognise uses of IT outside of school
eloin in with predictable phrases  writing. «Maintain attention & participate
eDiscuss significance of title & «Read own writing to peers or

events teachers
«Make simple predictions

the four countries and capital cities of the

United Kingdom using atlases & globes

identify seasonal / daily weather patterns in

the UK and the location of hot and cold areas.

of the world

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to
local & familiar features

*  Use four compass directions & simple vocab

Music (ks1)

o singsongs

Play tuned & untuned instruments musically

o Listen & understand live and recorded
music

Science History (ks1) « Make and combine sounds musically
Biology Key Concepts
eldentify basic plants eChanges in living memory (linked to aspects of
eldentify basic plant parts (roots, leaves, flowers, etc.) | national life where appropriate)

eldentify & compare common animals
eldentify & name basic body parts

Religious
Key Individuals
sLives of significant historical figures,
including comparison of those from
different periods.
eSignificant local people

Chemistry

«Distinguish between objects & materials
eldentify & name common materials
eDescribe simple properties of some materials
«Compare & classify materials

Continue to follow locally-
agreed sylabus for RE

Key Events
«e.g. Bonfire night

i «Events of local importance

eObserve weather associated with changes of season

Created by i www.primarycurriculum.me.uk
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Curi w for Year 2
English Art & Design (ks Computing (ks1)

Reading Writing Grammar
eDevelop phonics until decoding  eSpell by segmenting into phonemes eUse . | 2, and * Use a range of materials Understand use of algorithms

secure eLearn to spell common ‘exception’ sUse simple conjunctions o Use drawing, painting and sculpture Write & test simple programs
e o on e L sBegin to expand « Develop techniques of colour, pattern, texture, o Use logical reasoning to make
eRead & re-read phonic-appropriate sSpell using common suffixes, etc.  noun phrases g — 4 g Bl e

books eUse appropriate size letters & eUse some features of » shape, P predictions
eRead common ‘exception’ words  spaces standard English * Learn about range of artists, craftsmen and Organise, store, retrieve & manipulate data
eDiscuss & express views about eDevelop positive attitude & Speaking & Listening. designers.

Communicate online safely and respectfully

fiction, non-fiction & poetry stamina for writing eArticulate & Justify answers
eBecome familiar with & retell  Begin to plan ideas for writing  elnitiate & respond to comments

Recognise uses of IT outside of school

stories eRecord ideas sentence-by-sentence sUse spoken language to develop

eAsk & answer questions; make  sMake simple additions & changes understanding Geography (v2)
predictions after proof-reading

«Begin to make inferences « Name & locate

world’s continents and oceans

Compare local area to a non-European country.

* Use basic vocabulary to describe a less familiar
area

* Use aerial images and other models to create
simple plans and maps, using symbols

* Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to

study the immediate environment

Music (xs1)
o Singsongs

o Play tuned & untuned instruments musically

o Listen & understand live and
recorded music

« Make and combine sounds musically

Science
Biology Key Concepts
eDifferentiate living, «Changes in living memory (linked to aspects of

dead and non-living national life where appropriate)
«Growing plants (water, light, warmth)
eBasic needs of animals & offspring Key Individual
eSimple food chains & habitats eLives of significant historical figures,

including comparison of those from

Chemistry different periods
eldentify and compare uses of different materials eSignificant local people Continue to follow locally-
«Compare how things move on different surfaces agreed syllabus for RE

History (ks1)

Religious Education

Key Events
«e.g. Bonfire night
«Events of local importance

Created by Michael Tidd 2013 www.primarycurriculum.me.uk
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