	Spring Term - Heroes
[image: image1.emf]This term we will be exploring the theme of “Heroes”. In spring 1 we will be thinking about fantasy superheroes where as in Term 2 we will look at real life heroes and professions. We will be having a superheroes day in term 1 where children can come dressed as a superhero and participate in different activities. During term 2 we are hoping to have in school visits from a range of different ‘hero’ professions to give children an exciting and real life experience of our topic.  If you have a keen interest or knowledge in this area (policeman, fireman, doctor, nurse, vet etc.) and would like to share your knowledge with the children, you are very welcome to come in!
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Communication, Literacy and Language
The children will work in their Read Write Inc (RWI) group for 30 minutes four times a week. They will: use the 44 sounds to read words using sound blending, read stories featuring words we have learned to sound out, answer 'Find It' and 'Prove It' discussion questions and write exciting vocabulary we have learned. The Year 1 RWI Co-ordinator will assess their phonics skills every six to eight weeks and move groups accordingly. They will also do Dough Disco and have handwriting lessons during which they will learn to ‘smile in and out’ of their letters in preparation for joining writing later on. We are focusing on writing sentences including capital letters, full stops and finger spaces as well as introducing connectives such as ‘and’ into their work. An important part of this process is being able to hold a long sentence (8 words +) in their head and repeating it.  We will act out stories and create story maps to help us retell stories and will look for nouns and adjectives in the text. We also will be using comics and creating our own comic stories which will incorporate heroes. If your child reads comics at home they may wish to bring them to school and talk about who the hero is and what makes them a hero.
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Mathematics    
The children will continue to develop their knowledge of number through a new approach called Mathematics Mastery. They will be developing their number skills through deepening tasks to ensure depth and ability to transfer their skills to different contexts. We are encouraging children to talk with their Learning Partner in full sentences and singing songs to help them learn days of the week and other maths language. They will be encouraged to use different resources to support them and encourage them to work independently. We will continue to understand the operation of addition and subtraction with numbers to 50 as well as exploring time and fractions throughout the term.  

	PE       
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This term in gymnastics the children will be using equipment such as mats, benches and trampetes to balance, jump, throw and catch. We will start to explore how to travel using different body parts and along different pathways.  In dance the children will use the “imoves” website. In games they will be practising their ball skills and learning different passes. In the Spring/summer term, as part of the PE curriculum, we will be using the additional funding from the Government to give each class 4 weeks of swimming lessons at Mylnhurst School in the Spring term. Further details about this will follow.
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	Music
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This term, we will explore different sounds using instruments including our voices.  We will also focus on long and short sounds. They will learn a variety of songs in our weekly singing as well as during math’s moments and topic lessons. If any of you play an instrument, we would welcome demonstrations!
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Science 

We will use the local environment throughout the term to explore and answer questions about animals in their habitat. We will learn how to take care of animals taken from their local environment and the need to return them safely after study. This will be reinforced by a visit by a veterinary nurse from the PDSA.  We will learn common names of some fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including those that are kept AS pets. 

Children will work scientifically by using their observations to compare and contrast animals. We will describe, identify and group them according to what they eat, where they live and their appearance. 
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	Religious Education

This term we will be thinking about the story of the good Samaritan and comparing this to other religious literature.
Key Vocabulary

Helping, Kindness, Generosity.

	Humanities (History and Geography)
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In Spring 2 we will be looking at real life heroes. We will research heroes of the past and discover what these heroes did in order to be given their status.
We will focus on simple mapping skills. The children will be learning about aerial views (bird’s eye view), following directions, using directional and positional language and making their own simple maps.
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Computing
The children will improve their ICT skills by entering text, changing font, creating pictures, using Clicker 7 software to type, and accessing the blogging page. They will become more confident at logging on and off the computers and saving and printing their work.                      

	Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning (SEAL)
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In the first half term, we will focus on Going for Goals and explore what it means to belong to aspire towards a goal.  The children will set their own goals and discuss how the steps they need to take to reach them.  In the second half term, our SEAL theme is Good to be me.  The children will reflect on raising their self-esteem by identifying their gifts and talents. 
During SEAL time, we learn about ‘Calming Down Tricks’ and use different relaxation techniques to prepare us for learning.  We use peer massage and teach the Massage In Schools Programme. Peer massage is given and received with the child’s permission.  The children learn a set routine of strokes and massage each other’s heads, necks and arms. There are many benefits to peer massage including: calmness and improved concentration, increased confidence and self-esteem, respect for others and improved emotional health and motor skills. 
Philosophy For Children (P4C)
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As philosophers, we will think and ask juicy questions about the big wide world, listen to other people’s ideas and sometimes change our own opinions.

	The ‘5’ R’s

We will continue to develop our work being good learners
Reflective – revising, reviewing, planning

Resilient – managing distractions ‘stickability’ 

Reciprocal – collaboration, empathy, listening

Resourceful – making links, independence, 

Risk Taking -  have a go, not scared of being wrong
PPA

In PPA pupils will benefit from the Forest School, they will learn about how to be ‘eco-friendly’ and access the music curriculum.


What we will be learning about this term in Year 1?


Theme: Heroes
Dobcroft Infant School
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In art we will be focusing on producing our own pop art inspired from the story ‘Super Daisy’. As well as this we will be designing our own superhero concluding in producing our own comic strip. 
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